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after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 
U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly 
pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject matter which the applicant 
regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 9, 11, 16-23, 27, & 29-34 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to 
particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 9, lines 7-8, and claim 25, lines 7-8, the phrase 
"using information, other than pixel information, included in 
said pixel signal" is unclear as to how information that is 
"included in said pixel signal" can be other than "pixel 
information" . 

In claim 9, line 8, the referent of "and said target color" 
is unclear as to whether it is information used in the recited 
color conversion (i.e. "using said pixel signal... and said target 
color) or whether it is excluded from the recited information 
(i.e. "information, other than pixel information... and said 
target color") . 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or 
a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one 
year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 9-10 & 25-29, insofar as claims 9, 25, 27, & 29 are 
understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by JA 06-078320. 

Re claims 9-10 & 25-28, insofar as claims 9, 25, & 27 are 
understood, JA 06-078320 discloses (Abstract) an image 
processing apparatus for correcting the color of pixel signals. 
The apparatus includes means for setting a pixel signal target 
color (the recited reference value) and means for converting the 
pixel signal using the reference target color (U0*, V0*), two 
chrominance components (U*, V*) and a luminance component (L*) 
of the pixel signal to be corrected, coincident with the 
closeness of the pixel signal to the target color. 

Re claim 29, insofar as it is understood, the circuitry of 
JA 06-078320 and its logic are readable upon the (not further 
described) computer and program. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 30-34, insofar as they are understood, are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over JA 06-078320. 

Re claims 30-34, insofar as they are understood, the art of 
record does not disclose the input of the image signals 
processed as described printing, displaying via television, 
projecting, photographing, and display via wireless 
transmission . 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to 
a person of ordinary skill in the art to output the image 
produced by the JA 06-078320 processing via any of these well- 
known image output arrangements. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to 
obtain the natural color adjustment taught by JA 06-078320 in a 
printed, televised, projected, photographed, or wirelessly 
transmitted image. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to apply the JA 06- 
078320 color adjustment in those image receiving and output 
systems to obtain the invention as specified in claims 30-34. 
Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claims 12-15 & 24 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in 
independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

8. Claims 11 & 16-23 would be allowable if rewritten to 
overcome the rejection (s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, 
set forth in this Office action and to include all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

9. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication 
of allowable subject matter: 

Re claims 11-12 (and dependent claims 13-23) , insofar as 
claims 11 & 16-23 are understood, the art of record does not 
teach or suggest the recited generation of a correction 
intensity that is small on the periphery of the color region of 
a specific range on the basis of the luminance component and two 
chrominance components and large in the vicinity of the center 
of said region in conjunction with the recited arrangement for 
converting a pixel signal. 
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Re claim 24, the art of record does not teach or suggest 
the recited arrangement of three-dimensional lookup table 
interpolation and color correspondence in conjunction with the 
recited arrangement for converting a pixel signal. 

Conclusion 

10. Any inquiry concerning the contents of this communication 
or earlier communications from the examiner should be directed 
to Stephen M. Brinich at 571-272-7430. 

Any inquiry relating to the status of this application, 
entry of papers into this application, or other any inquiries of 
a general nature concerning application processing should be 
directed to the Tech Center 2600 Customer Service center at 571- 
272-2600 or to the USPTO Contact Center at 800-786-9199 or 571- 
272-1000 . 

The examiner can normally be reached on weekdays 8:00-5:30, 
alternate Fridays off. 

If attempts to contact the examiner and the Customer 
Service Center are unsuccessful, supervisor David Moore can be 
contacted at 571-272-7437. 

Faxes pertaining to this application should be directed to 
the Tech Center 2600 official fax number, which is 571-273-8300. 
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Hand-carried correspondence may be delivered to the 
Customer Service Window, located at the Randolph Building, 401 
Dulany Street, Alexandria, VA 22314. 

/Stephen M Brinich/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2625 



